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Kansas Water Office
• Established in 1981 as the water planning, policy, coordination and marketing agency 

for the state.

• Coordinates with the Kansas Water Authority (KWA) on review of water laws and 
makes recommendations to Governor and Legislature for needed legislation to ensure 
water policies and programs address the needs of all Kansans.

• Primary statutory function is development and implementation of the Kansas Water 
Plan (K.S.A. 82a-903)

Kansas Statutes
74-2613 Kansas Water Office established
74-2608   Water Policy Development, Water Planning, 

and Agency Coordination
74-2622   Kansas Water Authority established
82a-220   Grant of streambank easement for navigable waters
82a-733   Water conservation plans
82a-901 et seq. State Water Resources Planning Act
82a-1101 et seq. Coordination of streambank projects
82a-1301 et seq. State Water Plan Storage Act
82a-1330 et seq. Water Assurance Program Act
82a-1401 et seq. Weather Modification Act
82a-1501a  Water Transfer Act
82a-1604 et seq. Multipurpose Small Lakes Act
8sa-1801 et seq. Water Litigation Act and fund
82a-2101  Clean Drinking Water Fee
82a-2301 et seq. Lower Smoky Hill Supply Access Program
82a-2401 et seq. Reservoir Improvement District Act
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Kansas Water Office

Public Water Supply 
Programs

Drought 
MonitoringWater PlanningKansas Water 

Authority

Agency Overview

Reservoir Operations
Water Marketing Program
Water Assurance Program
Access District Program

State Water Plan Development 
& Implementation

Drought Response Team
Water Conservation Planning

WATER PLANNING & IMPLEMENTATION
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY
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Kansas Water Office Budget
Comprised of 3 primary sources: 

1. State General Fund (SGF) 

2. User Fees from the Public Water Supply Program
o Water Marketing
o Water Assurance 
o Access District

3. State Water Plan Fund
o Fees 

o Est. $12.5 million annually
o Statutory Demand Transfers 

o SGF = $6 million 
o EDIF = $2 million
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Kansas Water Office Budget Overview

Water Planning & Implementation Program
• 13 Appointed Board Members (KWA)
• 8.5 Professional Staff
• 1 Administrative Staff

Public Water Supply Program
• 9.5 Professional Staff
• 1 Administrative Staff
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The Kansas Water Authority consists of 13 voting members who are 
appointed by the Governor or Legislative Leadership.  State agency 
directors serve as ex-officio members. 

Chair 
Appointment 

Pending
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State Water Plan Development & Implementation
• Address state’s current water resource issues and plan for future needs

• Groundwater declines
• Reservoir sedimentation 
• Water quality issues

• Public Input and Stakeholder Involvement
• Regional Advisory Committees (RACs)

State Water Plan Fund 
• Coordinate with KWA, RACs and agency partners to develop annual 

SWPF budget recommendations to implement State Water Plan

Water Planning
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State Water Plan Fund

Page 
KWO State Water Plan Fund 

Program/Project 
 FY 2020             
Actuals  

 FY 2021            
Approp. (SB66)  

FY 2021 (SB66)    
w/ Carryforward 

 FY 2021 
Adjusted* 

 FY 2022        
Gov. Recs  

9 Assessment and Evaluation $751,100  $829,900  $836,039  $599,177  $858,919 

23 Flood Response Study     $100,000  $100,000  $0 

10 MOU - Storage Operation & Maintenance  $448,893  $480,100  $480,490  $586,452  $526,081 

11 Stream Gaging $413,580  $423,130  $432,680  $413,580  $423,130 

12 Technical Assistance to Water Users $331,828  $325,000  $341,391  $341,391  $325,000 

17 Vision Education Strategy $100,000  $100,000  $100,000  $100,000  $125,000 

13 Reservoir and Water Quality Research $247,696  $350,000  $452,304  $402,304  $350,000 

18 Water Technology Farms $70,875  $75,000  $79,125  $79,125  $200,000 

19 Watershed Conservation Practice Imp $479,823  $1,000,000  $1,220,177  $0  $860,000 

20 Equus Beds Chloride Plume Project $40,859  $50,000  $59,141  $9,141  $0 

15 Milford Lake Watershed RCPP   $200,000  $400,000  $400,000  $200,000 

21 Water Injection Dredging (WID)   $660,000  $660,000  $150,000  $125,000 

22 Arbuckle Study     $68,000  $68,000  $0 

  Subtotal--KWO $2,884,654  $4,493,130  $5,229,347  $3,249,170  $3,993,130 

  John Redmond Reservoirs Bonds $1,260,426  $1,260,426  $1,260,426  $1,260,426  $1,260,426 

  Total--Kansas Water Office $4,145,080  $5,753,556  $6,489,773  $4,509,596  $5,253,556 

 

KANSAS WATER OFFICE
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Public Water Supply Program

Water Marketing Program
• Long term contracts with M&I 

customers

Water Assurance Program
• 3 Districts formed by M&I water 

right holders

Access District Program
• Voluntary, includes Irr & Rec, M&I
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Public Water Supply Program

WATER MARKETING FUND
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Questions?

Website: www.kwo.ks.gov
Phone: 785-296-3185

Email: kwo-info@kwo.ks.gov

Connie Owen
Director
Kansas Water Office

Connie.Owen@kwo.ks.gov


